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1. Understanding Critical Reasoning in LNAT

Critical reasoning forms the backbone of the LNAT test. Unlike simple comprehension
questions, LNAT requires you to:

¢ Analyze arguments rather than just understand facts
o Identify assumptions that authors make but don't explicitly state
e Evaluate evidence and determine its strength or weakness
o Draw logical conclusions based on given information
Key Difference from Reading Comprehension

LNAT passages aren't just informational texts—they're argumentative pieces designed to
test your ability to think like a lawyer. Each passage presents a viewpoint, and your job is to
dissect the logical structure.

2. The Four Pillars of Critical Analysis

Master these four fundamental skills to excel in any critical reasoning question:
Pillar 1: Argument Structure Recognition

Every LNAT passage contains:

e Main Conclusion: The author's primary claim



e Supporting Premises: Evidence or reasons given

e Counter-arguments: Opposing views mentioned

e Assumptions: Unstated beliefs the argument relies on
Quick Technique: Look for signal words:

nmnn

e Conclusion indicators: "therefore," "thus," "consequently"

nn mnn

e Premise indicators: "because," "since," "given that"

nmmn mnmn

e Contrast indicators: "however," "nevertheless," "on the other hand"
Pillar 2: Assumption Identification
Assumptions are the hidden links between premises and conclusions. To find them:
1. Gap Spotting: What's missing between the evidence and conclusion?
2. Negation Test: If you negate the assumption, does the argument fall apart?
3. Bridge Building: What unstated belief connects the premises to the conclusion?
Pillar 3: Evidence Evaluation
Not all evidence is created equal. Assess:
¢ Relevance: Does it actually support the conclusion?
¢ Sufficiency: Is there enough evidence?
¢ Quality: Are sources credible and methods sound?
e Scope: Does the evidence match the breadth of the conclusion?
Pillar 4: Logical Consistency
Check for:
¢ Internal contradictions within the passage

e Logical jumps where conclusions don't follow from premises

¢ Scope shifts where conclusions are broader than evidence supports

3. Essential Question Types & Strategies
Type 1: Strengthening/Weakening Arguments

Strategy: Identify what the argument needs most or what would damage it most.



¢ For Strengthening: Look for answer choices that provide missing evidence or address
potential objections

o For Weakening: Find options that attack key assumptions or provide contradictory
evidence

Type 2: Assumption Questions
Strategy: Use the negation test.
If negating an answer choice makes the argument fall apart, that's likely the assumption.
Type 3: Inference/Conclusion Questions
Strategy: Stay conservative and close to the text.
¢ What must be true based on the passage?
¢ Avoid answers that go beyond what's stated or strongly implied
Type 4: Logical Flaw Identification
Strategy: Learn common flaw patterns (see Section 5).
Look for structural problems in reasoning rather than factual disagreements.
Type 5: Parallel Reasoning
Strategy: Focus on logical structure, not content.

Abstract the argument to its basic form: "If A, then B. A occurred. Therefore B."

4. The PACE Method for Complex Questions
When facing difficult questions, use this systematic approach:
P - Parse the Argument
e ldentify the conclusion (what is the author trying to prove?)
e Locate the main premises (what evidence is offered?)
¢ Note any qualifiers or limitations
A - Analyze the Logic
¢ What assumptions does the argument make?
e Are there any logical gaps?
e How strong is the connection between premises and conclusion?

C - Consider the Question



¢ What exactly is being asked?

e What type of answer are you looking for?

e Are you strengthening, weakening, or finding assumptions?
E - Eliminate and Evaluate

e Use process of elimination for clearly wrong answers

e Test remaining options against your analysis

e Choose the answer that best addresses the question type
Example Application:

Passage: "University applications have increased 40% since online applications were
introduced. Therefore, online applications cause more people to apply to university."

Question: Which assumption does this argument make?
PACE Analysis:

e Parse: Conclusion = online apps cause increase. Premise = 40% increase since
introduction

e Analyze: Gap between correlation and causation
e Consider: Looking for unstated assumption

o Eliminate: Answer should bridge the causation gap

5. Common Logical Fallacies to Spot
Causation vs. Correlation

Pattern: A happened, then B happened, so A caused B. Problem: Ignores other possible
causes or coincidence.

Hasty Generalization

Pattern: Drawing broad conclusions from limited examples. Problem: Sample size too small
or unrepresentative.

False Dilemma

Pattern: Presenting only two options when more exist. Problem: Oversimplifies complex
situations.

Ad Hominem



Pattern: Attacking the person making an argument rather than the argument itself. Problem:
Personal characteristics don't determine argument validity.

Appeal to Authority

Pattern: Something is true because an authority figure says so. Problem: Authority may be
irrelevant or fallible.

Circular Reasoning
Pattern: Using the conclusion to support itself. Problem: Provides no actual evidence.
Straw Man

Pattern: Misrepresenting someone's argument to make it easier to attack. Problem: Doesn't
address the actual position.

6. Practice Techniques & Final Tips
Daily Practice Routine
Week 1-2: Foundation Building
¢ Read one argumentative article daily (The Guardian Opinion, BBC Analysis)
¢ Identify main conclusion and supporting premises
¢ Note assumptions the author makes
Week 3-4: Question Pattern Recognition
e Practice 10 LNAT-style questions daily
e Focus on one question type per day
¢ Review explanations thoroughly, even for correct answers
Week 5-6: Speed and Accuracy
e Timed practice sessions (2 minutes per question)
e Full passage practice with multiple question types
e Error log to track recurring mistakes
Test Day Strategies
Time Management:
e Spend 30-45 seconds reading and parsing the argument

e 60-90 seconds analyzing and eliminating options



e 15-30 seconds for final selection and moving on
Mental Approach:
e Stay skeptical of arguments—Ilook for weaknesses
e Don't let personal opinions influence your analysis
e |If stuck between two answers, go with the more conservative option
Common Pitfalls to Avoid:
e Don't bring outside knowledge unless explicitly asked
e Don't choose answers that sound good but don't address the question
¢ Don't second-guess yourself excessively
Building Long-term Critical Thinking Skills

1. Engage with Complex Arguments: Read academic papers, legal briefs, or
philosophical texts

2. Practice Debates: Argue both sides of controversial issues

3. Question Everything: Develop a habit of asking "How do they know that?" and
"What evidence supports this?"

4. Learn Logic Formally: Consider introductory logic or philosophy courses

Conclusion

Critical reasoning mastery isn't built overnight, but with systematic practice using these
techniques, you'll develop the analytical skills that LNAT tests. Remember: the goal isn't just
to pass the LNAT, but to think like the lawyer you're aspiring to become.

The techniques in this guide will serve you not only on test day, but throughout law school
and your legal career. Practice consistently, stay analytical, and trust in your developing
expertise.

Additional Resources:
e Complete LNAT Practice Tests at lexcello.com
o Time Management Strategies Guide
e 50 Sample Questions with Detailed Explanations

Questions? Contact support@Ilexcello.com



